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WMlst running on to the French, Captain Suckling
privately addressed his first lieutenant, an old and gallant
officer, saying :

" You have often been in situations similar to that we are
entering upon. I never was. I know myself, my wishes,
and my determination, but it is possible I may err through
inexperience. Should you see anything of that sort set
me right, and I shall for ever acknowledge the obliga-
tion."

The enemy, all astonished at the presumption of the
English, upon seeing them approach instantly hove to and
formed into line of battle. Thus, instead of attacking,
quietly waiting to be attacked. In one hour at it they went
with such determined fury that the whole of the attendant
vessels made a precipitate retreat out of gun shot. After an
engagement of two hours, four of the French ships wore so
mauled they left the line, the other two soon following their
example. The masts of one of them went over the side, and
then it was the vessels that came out only for amusement
proved of the utmost use by towing their discomfited
countrymen back to the harbour, and so preserving them
from becoming prizes. The gallant English had the
mortification to see this shameful retreat without being able
to prevent it, their rigging, masts, and yards being wholly
disabled, so that the ships became ungovernable. All the
three ships, besides the damage aloft, had several shot holes
between wind and water, which rendered it necessary with
the utmost dispatch to gain a port. With difficulty they
kept their battered vessels afloat until they reached Jamaica,
where, it is hardly necessary to say, the bravo fellows were
received with the utmost joy and admiration by a grateful
people.

The St. Domingo Captains were sadly laughed at by the
inhabitants upon the disgraceful issue of the battle, and by
none with more bitter sarcasms than the ladies, who, not-
withstanding the disgrace of their naval officers, insisted
upon the entertainment's taking place that had been
prepared. They even shewed their contempt still further by